Joseph in Pharaoh’s House — Genesis 41:1- 46:34

A.

1. God’s revelation - Genesis 41:1 & 5 - After two whole years, Pharaoh
dreamed that he was standing by the Nile...> And he fell asleep and
dreamed a second time. And behold, seven ears of grain, plump and
good, were growing on one stalk.

2. God’s interpretation — Genesis 41:25-27 -Then Joseph said to
Pharaoh, “The dreams of Pharaoh are one; God has revealed to
Pharaoh what he is about to do. 26 The seven good cows are seven years,
and the seven good ears are seven years; the dreams are one. 2 The
seven lean and ugly cows that came up after them are seven years, and
the seven empty ears blighted by the east wind are also seven years of
famine.

B.

1. The Plan -Genesis 41:34-36 - Let Pharaoh proceed to appoint
overseers over the land and take one-fifth of the produce of the land of
Egypt during the seven plentiful years. 3% And let them gather all the
food of these good years that are coming and store up grain under the
authority of Pharaoh for food in the cities, and let them keep it. 3¢ That
food shall be a reserve for the land against the seven years of famine
that are to occur in the land of Egypt, so that the land may not perish
through the famine.”

2. The Person — Genesis 41:39-40 - Then Pharaoh said to Joseph,
“Since God has shown you all this, there is none so discerning and wise
as you are. %0 You shall be over my house, and all my people shall order
themselves as you command. Only as regards the throne will | be greater
than you.”

C.

1. Joseph Egypt - Genesis 41:53-55 - The seven years of plenty
that occurred in the land of Egypt came to an end, 3* and the seven years
of famine began to come, as Joseph had said. There was famine in all
lands, but in all the land of Egypt there was bread. %> When all the land
of Egypt was famished, the people cried to Pharaoh for bread. Pharaoh
said to all the Egyptians, “Go to Joseph. What he says to you, do.”

2. Joseph the World - Genesis 41:56-57 - So when the famine

had spread over all the land, Joseph opened all the storehouses and sold to
the Egyptians, for the famine was severe in the land of Egypt. >” Moreover,
all the earth came to Egypt to Joseph to buy grain, because the famine was
severe over all the earth.

3. Joseph his family

a. Visit #1 of his family— Genesis 42:1-38

The Need - Genesis 42:1-2 - When Jacob learned that there was grain for
sale in Egypt, he said to his sons, “Why do you look at one another? " ?
And he said, “Behold, I have heard that there is grain for sale in Egypt.
Go down and buy grain for us there, that we may live and not die.”

The Meeting - Genesis 42:6—7- Now Joseph was governor over the land. He
was the one who sold to all the people of the land. And Joseph's brothers
came and bowed themselves before him with their faces to the ground. ’
Joseph saw his brothers and recognized them, but he treated them like
strangers and spoke roughly to them. “Where do you come from?” he said.
They said, “From the land of Canaan, to buy food.”

The Accusation - Genesis 42:11-13 - We are all sons of one man. e are
honest men. Your servants have never been spies.” 12 He said to them,
“No, it is the nakedness of the land that you have come to see.” 13 And
they said, “We, your servants, are twelve brothers, the sons of one man in
the land of Canaan, and behold, the youngest is this day with our father,

’

and one is no more.’

The Test - Genesis 42:19-20 - If you are honest men, let one of your
brothers remain confined where you are in custody, and let the rest go and
carry grain for the famine of your households, 2° and bring your youngest
brother to me. So your words will be verified, and you shall not die.” And
they did so.

The Guilt - Genesis 42:21-22 - Then they said to one another, “In truth we
are guilty concerning our brother, in that we saw the distress of his soul,
when he begged us and we did not listen. That is why this distress has
come upon us.” ?> And Reuben answered them, “Did I not tell you not to
sin against the boy? But you did not listen. So now there comes a
reckoning for his blood.”




b. Visit #2 of his family— Genesis 43:1-44:34

The Need - Genesis 43:1-2 - Now the famine was severe in the land. ?
And when they had eaten the grain that they had brought from Egypt,
their father said to them, “Go again, buy us a little food.”

The Meeting — Genesis 43:16-17 - When Joseph saw Benjamin with
them, he said to the steward of his house, “Bring the men into the house,
and slaughter an animal and make ready, for the men are to dine with me
at noon.” ¥ The man did as Joseph told him and brought the men to
Joseph's house.

The Inquiry - Genesis 43:28-29 - They said, “Your servant our father is
well; he is still alive.” And they bowed their heads and prostrated
themselves. 2° And he lifted up his eyes and saw his brother Benjamin, his
mothers son, and said, “Is this your youngest brother, of whom you
spoke to me? God be gracious to you, my son!”

Genesis 43:30 - Then Joseph hurried out, for his compassion grew warm
for his brother, and he sought a place to weep. And he entered his
chamber and wept there.

The Test — Genesis 44:3-4 - As soon as the morning was light, the men
were sent away with their donkeys. # They had gone only a short distance
from the city. Now Joseph said to his steward, “Up, follow after the men,
and when you overtake them, say to them, ‘Why have you repaid evil for
good?

Guilt - Genesis 44:16-17 - And Judah said, “What shall we say to my
lord? What shall we speak? Or how can we clear ourselves? God has
found out the guilt of your servants, behold, we are my lord’s servants,
both we and he also in whose hand the cup has been found.” *" But he
said, “Far be it from me that I should do so! Only the man in whose hand
the cup was found shall be my servant. But as for you, go up in peace to
your father.”

4. Joseph Israel — Genesis 45:1-46:34
a. Joseph’s revelation to his family - Genesis 45:1-2

b. Joseph’s explanation to his family - Genesis 45:4-5

c. Joseph’s invitation to his family - Genesis 45:19-20

d. Joseph’s reunification to his family - Genesis 46:29-30
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