#20/20Vision@2020 - Examining Our Spiritual Eyesight - Pt. 6 – Ocular Strabismus of the Soul - John 21:1-25

A. The setting for Ocular Strabismus – John 21:1-2 - After this Jesus revealed himself again to the disciples by the Sea of Tiberias, and he revealed himself in this way. Simon Peter, Thomas (called the Twin), Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two others of his disciples were together. 

1. The Location – Sea of Tiberias – Sea of Galilee – See John 6:1
2. The Players
B. The climate for Ocular Strabismus - John 21:3 - Simon Peter said to them, “I am going fishing.” They said to him, “We will go with you.” 
1. Description of wandering
2. Reasons for wanderings
Disillusionment – The kingdom wasn’t now – See Acts 1:6-7 
Disobedience – There is someplace they ought to be – John 20:21
Defeat – They felt sure they’d fail again like Peter or Judas did
Disappointment – They couldn’t believe what they had failed to do
Distraction – Their eyes were on people not the Lord
Desires – They wanted something opposite of what God wanted
3. Principles of wanderings
It is always understandable but never justifiable

It is rarely done alone – you always take someone else down with you

It leaves one empty – They caught nothing

It can happen to anyone
C. The consequences of Ocular Strabismus  - John 21:3b - They went out and got into the boat, but that night they caught nothing. 
1. They wasted their time

2. They were out of God’s will 
Counseling Question # 1 – “Children, do you have any fish?”– John 21:4-14 - Jesus deals with our ______________ and _____________
__________________ for the Christian is when God’s vision for my life and my vision for my life are different and I want something to change. It’s not what I signed up for.
A. The miracle of the fishes -John 21:6 - He said to them, “Cast the net on the right side of the boat, and you will find some.” So they cast it, and now they were not able to haul it in, because of the quantity of fish. 
B. The miracle of the net - John 21:10-11 - Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish that you have just caught.” So Simon Peter went aboard and hauled the net ashore, full of large fish, 153 of them. And although there were so many, the net was not torn. 

C. The miracle of the breakfast - John 21:12 & 14 - Jesus said to them, “Come and have breakfast.” Now none of the disciples dared ask him, “Who are you?” They knew it was the Lord. …This was now the third time that Jesus was revealed to the disciples after he was raised from the dead. 

They needed to be ________ of their calling by Christ - Luke 5:10-11
They needed to be _______ of their dependence on Christ - John 15:5
Counseling Question #2 – “Do you love me more than these?” – John 21:15-19 – Jesus deals with our ____________ and ______________
___________ for the Christian is when I run on my own strength and the outcome is not what it could have been from God’s viewpoint  
	Sequence


	Jesus’ Question
	Peter’s Answer
	Jesus’ Order

	First Time
	Do you love me (________) more than these?
	Yes Lord, You know that I love (_________) you
	Feed my lambs

	Second Time
	Do you love (__________) me?
	Yes Lord, You know that I love (_________) you
	Shepherd my sheep

	Third Time
	Do you love (___________) me?
	“﻿Lord, ﻿You know everything; You know that I ﻿﻿love (_________)You.﻿”
 
	Feed my sheep

	Summary
	John 21:18 – “Truly, truly, I say to you, when you were young, you used to dress yourself and walk wherever you wanted, but when you are old, you will stretch out your hands, and another will dress you and carry you where you do not want to go.” 

﻿“﻿ ____________.﻿” – John 21:18-19



He needed to be _______ in His relationship with Christ – John 15:16
He needed to be ________ to His calling by Christ - Luke 22:31-32
Counseling Question #3 – “What is that to you?” – John 21:20-22 -
Jesus deals with our ____________ and ______________
___________ for the Christian is looking at what God has given or not given to others and then what God has given or not given to us and allowing that to affect how we view God’s call on our life.

A. Peter’s concern about John - John 21:20-21 - Peter turned and saw the disciple whom Jesus loved following them, the one who also had leaned back against him during the supper and had said, “Lord, who is it that is going to betray you?” When Peter saw him, he said to Jesus, “Lord, what about this man?” 
1. Remember James and John’s desire to be leaders in the kingdom

2. Remember John’s special relationship with Jesus

B. Jesus’ response to Peter - John 21:22 – “If it is my will that he remain until I come, what is that to you?”
It’s about what Jesus ______ – will = “thelo” – I wish, I desire, I want

It’s none of Peter’s ________ – Lit. “what to you” 

He needed to be __________ on his calling by Christ - John 21:22b
He needed to ___________ His will again to Christ – Matthew 16:23
Postscript – John 21:23-24 - We are called to be ______________, _________________ and _____________________
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