“Living Out” – How Do We Apply Our Faith in Everyday Life?

“Living Out” Matthew 22:37-40 – The Great Commandment

Introduction:
The Context:
Jesus confronts his detractors (Matthew 22)
The Pharisees – Matthew 22:15-22 – Paying Taxes to Caesar
The Sadducees – Matthew 22:23-33 – The Resurrection
The Scribes – Matthew 22:34-40 – Greatest Commandment
Jesus condemns his detractors (Matthew 23)

A. The _______________ – Matthew 22:37 - And he said to him, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.”

- This is a quote from Deuteronomy 6:4-5 – The Shema – Hear O Israel – see also 10:12 and 30:6 – Doesn’t give one of the ten. Gives them something unexpected
1. Our _______________
a. Subject – you

b. Action – shall love –Greek “agapao” - to demonstrate unconditional love thus allegiance, loyalty and commitment

c. Object – The Lord who is your God

d. Implication – It’s not a feeling it’s a choice 

2. Our ______________ – with heart, with soul and with mind

a. Particularly 

- heart = emotionally – I desire God - loyalty
- soul = volitionally   - I am choosing God - obedience
- mind - intellectually  - I am knowing God - learning
b. Holistically – By means of everything that I am

3. Our ____________ – all – Greek “olos” – a degree of totality

Heart Check #1 - To live out Matthew 22:37-40 I must have a ________________!
What would be the evidence that I love God this way?
I have a desire to be where God is (meeting God) 
I choose to do what God says to do (obeying God)
I seek to grow in my learning about God (knowing God) 

B. The _______________ – Matthew 22:38 - This is the great and first commandment. 

1. Its ________________ – “This is” – this one, no other
2. Its _________________
a. The great and first – Great in terms of degree (Greek “megas”) and priority (Greek “protos”) in terms of importance  

b. Commandment - “entole” – regulations
c. There are 613 commands in the Law – 365 negative (don’t do’s) and 248 positive (do dos) and this is at the top of the list in every way

C. The _______________ – Matthew 22:39 – “And a second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 

1. Its _________________  
- The second – addition to the greatest and first
- Is similar – like it, or the same, resembling it, of the same nature as it 
- Second is close to the first

2. Its ___________________ 

Quoting from Leviticus 19:18  - You shall not take vengeance or bear a grudge against the sons of your own people, but you shall love your neighbor as yourself: I am the Lord. 

- The what - You shall love - Greek “agapao” – to demonstrate love, the idea of value is here.
- The who - your neighbor – Greek “plesion” – neighbor, nearby, the ones belonging to you - See Luke 10:27-29 for who the neighbor is
- The how – as yourself – in the same manner as (love) oneself
Heart Check #2 - To live out Matthew 22:37-40 I must have a ______________________!
What would be the evidence that I love my neighbor this way?

I would have the same concern for my neighbor as I have for myself

I would have the same care for my neighbor as I have for myself

I would have the same constraint for my neighbor as I have for myself

D. The _________ – Matthew 22:40 - “On these two commandments depend all the Law and the Prophets.” 

1. The ____________ – In the sphere of these two commandments – Draw a circle around these two commandments
2. The __________ – all the law and prophets – Compare Luke 24:27
- the whole
- law – Moses – the first five books

- prophets – Joshua forward – referring to the Hebrews canon
- The first summarizes the first tablet of the Law (4), and the second summarizes the second tablet (6).

-See also Romans 13:9, Galatians 5:14 and James 2:8
3. The ______________ – hang – Greek “kremannumi” – cause to hang down

Today’s Take Aways – To live out Matthew 22:37-40 I need to?

1. 
2.

3.

4.

5. 
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