God’s Grand Story – Old Testament Edition – Part 6
God’s People Continued – Ezra, Nehemiah & Esther
Opening Words – The books of Ezra, Nehemiah and Esther continue for us the story of God’s Chosen, Contracted, Conquering & Conquered, Commanded and Chastened People. Ezra and Nehemiah cover the period from the initial return of the Jewish remnant under Zerubbabel (538 B.C.) to rebuild the temple until Ezra’s reforming of the people in 445 B.C. through the return of Nehemiah in 444 B.C and again in 430 B.C.  to restore the walls of Jerusalem and renew the people. During these times, the nation is in constant peril from without and within. The book of Esther covers the time between the return of Zerubbabel and Ezra (486-464 B.C.) when the nation is in danger of experiencing genocide. 
God’s Children are in _________ – Daniel and Ezekiel
Daniel and Ezekiel are written during the 70 years the nation of Israel is in captivity in Babylon before the time Ezra, Nehemiah and Esther. These books provide for us the pattern for living in a foreign land as well as the prophesies of the future for God’s people under the eternal covenant.

Ezekiel 48:35 - The circumference of the city shall be 18,000 cubits. And the name of the city from that time on shall be, The Lord Is There.” 

I. God’s Temple is ______________ – Ezra 
Ezra 6:14–15 - And the elders of the Jews built and prospered through the prophesying of Haggai the prophet and Zechariah the son of Iddo. They finished their building by decree of the God of Israel and by decree of Cyrus and Darius and Artaxerxes king of Persia; 15 and this house was finished on the third day of the month of Adar, in the sixth year of the reign of Darius the king. 

Outline for Ezra
A. Rebuilding the Temple - Ezra 1-6

B. Re-instituting the Law - Ezra 7-10

Highlights for Ezra
(Haggai and Zechariah are written at this time)

The Decree of Cyrus to Rebuild – Ezra 6
The Completion of the Temple – Ezra 6
The Mini-revival under Ezra – Ezra 9-10
Ezra 10:1 - While Ezra prayed and made confession, weeping and casting himself down before the house of God, a very great assembly of men, women, and children, gathered to him out of Israel, for the people wept bitterly. 

II. God’s City is ________________  - Nehemiah
Nehemiah 6:14–15 - Remember Tobiah and Sanballat, O my God, according to these things that they did, and also the prophetess Noadiah and the rest of the prophets who wanted to make me afraid. 15 So the wall was finished on the twenty-fifth day of the month Elul, in fifty-two days. 

Outline for Nehemiah
A. Reconstructing the Walls - Nehemiah 1-7
B. Renewing the People - Nehemiah 8-13
Highlights in Nehemiah
(Malachi was written during this time)
Rebuilding the Wall – Nehemiah 4-6
Revival at the Water Gate – Nehemiah 8
Re-reforming – Nehemiah 13

Nehemiah 8:5–6 - And Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the people, for he was above all the people, and as he opened it all the people stood. 6 And Ezra blessed the Lord, the great God, and all the people answered, “Amen, Amen,” lifting up their hands. And they bowed their heads and worshiped the Lord with their faces to the ground. 

III. God’s People are ________________ - Esther
Esther 4:14 – “For if you keep silent at this time, relief and deliverance will rise for the Jews from another place, but you and your father’s house will perish. And who knows whether you have not come to the kingdom for such a time as this?” 

Outline of Esther
The Threat to the Jews- Esther 1:1 - 4:17
The Triumph of the Jews - Esther 5:1 - 10:3
Highlights for Esther
Marriage of Esther

Plot of Haman

Esther’s Two Feasts

Feast of Purim

Esther 8:17 - And in every province and in every city, wherever the king’s command and his edict reached, there was gladness and joy among the Jews, a feast and a holiday. And many from the peoples of the country declared themselves Jews, for fear of the Jews had fallen on them. 
Today’s Take Aways 
Like Esther – Where have I been? – _______________________
What are my hurts?

What are my failures?

Like Esther - Why am I where I am? – ______________________ 

My position is?

God could use me to?

Like Esther – What could I lose? – _________________________
My lifestyle?
My life?
A few individuals who are committed to and empowered by God can _____________ the world and the very course of history
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