Clarity in Confusion

Sex in Our City - Dealing with adultery in our hearts, our families & our culture – Part 1
 The Seventh Commandment 

- Exodus 20:14 - “You shall not commit adultery.”
A. What part of “Thou Shalt Not” do we not understand?

1. Adultery can be committed through ___________ - Deuteronomy 5:18 – “And you shall not commit adultery”
Hebrew “na-aph” - To have sexual intercourse with other than a spouse, as a married or betrothed person with negative “not”
2. Adultery can be committed through the _________ - Matthew 5:27–28  -  “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall not commit adultery.’ 28 But I say to you that everyone who looks at a woman with lustful intent has already committed adultery with her in his heart. “

3. Adultery can be committed through ___________ - Matthew 5:31–32 - “It was also said, ‘Whoever divorces his wife, let him give her a certificate of divorce.’ 32 But I say to you that everyone who divorces his wife, except on the ground of sexual immorality, makes her commit adultery, and whoever marries a divorced woman commits adultery.”

4. Adultery can be committed ______________
a. In the Old Testament - Jeremiah 3:8 - She saw that for all the adulteries of that faithless one, Israel, I had sent her away with a decree of divorce. Yet her treacherous sister Judah did not fear, but she too went and played the whore. 

b. In the New Testament - James 4:4  - You adulterous people! Do you not know that friendship with the world is enmity with God? Therefore whoever wishes to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God. 

B. What part of “Thou Shalt Not” should we understand?

1. Sex is __________ – It is God ordained - Genesis 2:24 - Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to his wife, and they shall become one flesh. 

a. It is an exclusive marital privilege - Hebrews 13:4 - Let marriage be held in honor among all, and let the marriage bed be undefiled, for God will judge the sexually immoral and adulterous. 
b. It is an exclusive marital right - 1 Corinthians 7:5 - Do not deprive one another, except perhaps by agreement for a limited time, that you may devote yourselves to prayer; but then come together again, so that Satan may not tempt you because of your lack of self-control. 

2. Sex is ______________ – It is God organized
a. Rules of modesty – Leviticus 18:6-19
b. Rules of intimacy – Leviticus 18:20-23
3. Sex is ___________ – It is God ordered- It is designed to be “glue” between people - 1 Corinthians 6:15–16 -  Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ? Shall I then take the members of Christ and make them members of a prostitute? Never! 16 Or do you not know that he who is joined to a prostitute becomes one body with her? For, as it is written, “The two will become one flesh.” 

C. What part of “Thou Shalt Not” must we understand?

1. There are _____________ regarding this command 
a. __________ - 1 Corinthians 10:8 - We must not indulge in sexual immorality as some of them did, and twenty-three thousand fell in a single day. 

b. _________ - 1 Corinthians 10:12-13 - Therefore let anyone who thinks that he stands take heed lest he fall. 13 No temptation has overtaken you that is not common to man. God is faithful, and he will not let you be tempted beyond your ability, but with the temptation he will also provide the way of escape, that you may be able to endure it. 
2. There are ______________ regarding this command

a. ______________ to one’s sin - Proverbs 30:20 - This is the way of an adulteress: she eats and wipes her mouth and says, “I have done no wrong.” 

b. ______________ against one’s own body and soul - 1 Corinthians 6:18 - Flee from sexual immorality. Every other sin a person commits is outside the body, but the sexually immoral person sins against his own body. 
c. ____________ what one sows - Galatians 6:7–8 - Do not be deceived: God is not mocked, for whatever one sows, that will he also reap. 8 For the one who sows to his own flesh will from the flesh reap corruption, but the one who sows to the Spirit will from the Spirit reap eternal life. 

d. ____________ from the Christian Community - 1 Corinthians 5:9&11 - I wrote to you in my letter not to associate with sexually immoral people—…11 But now I am writing to you not to associate with anyone who bears the name of brother if he is guilty of sexual immorality or greed, or is an idolater, reviler, drunkard, or swindler—not even to eat with such a one. 

3. There is _______________ regarding this command

a. The cleansing of ___________ - 1 Corinthians 6:9–11 - Or do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived: neither the sexually immoral, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor men who practice homosexuality, 10 nor thieves, nor the greedy, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God. 11 And such were some of you. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God. 

b. The cleansing of __________ - 1 John 1:8–9  - If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
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