﻿﻿ Questions & Answers for the 21st Century Family – Pt. 5
 “Are There Roles and Goals for Families?”
Colossians 3:18-21

Wives and Husbands 
A. What’s a ___________ wife to do? – Colossians 3:18 - Wives, submit to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord. ﻿
1. It is a _________ command – Wives – Vocative of address. As this was read the wives attention would have been gotten
﻿2. It is a ________ command – Greek “upotasso” – Submit, rank under, own husbands, - see also Ephesians 5:24
- We are told to submit to God – James 4:7

- We are told to submit to one another – Ephesians 5:21 & 1 Peter 5:5

- We are told to submit to the ordinances of men – Romans 13:5
- Christian wives are commanded to submit to their own husbands – Ephesians 5:22 and 1 Peter 3:1 & 5
3. It is a __________ command – Lit. “chose to rank under”
4. It is a ___________command – Habitually or continually is the tense of the verb
5. It is a __________ command – as is fitting/appropriate/proper (Greek “aneko) in the Lord
- The notable exception would be when following the husband would result in disobedience to God – Acts 5:29-30
- In the sphere where Jesus Christ is my Lord and my strength – Colossians 2:6-10 

6. It is a __________ command – It comes from God and can only be obeyed with God’s help

7. It is a _________ command – It has specific reasons - Titus 2:5 & Ephesians 5:33
Take Aways
B. What’s a _________ husband to do? – Colossians 3:19 - Husbands, love your wives, and do not be harsh with them.
1. It is a _________ admonition- Husbands, Vocative of address. As this was read the husbands’ attention would have been gotten
 2. It is a __________ admonition – Greek “agapeo” – To demonstrate a self sacrificing commitment to another person for their benefit expecting nothing in return

- We are told to love God – Matthew 22:37-38
- We are told to love our neighbor as ourselves – Matthew 22:39
- We are told to love brothers and sister in Christ – John 13:34-35
- We are told to love our enemies – Matthew 5:44

- Christian husbands are told to love their wives – Ephesians 5:25&28
3. It is a _________ admonition – Lit. “Choose to love your wives”
4. It is a ________ admonition – The sense is continually or habitually
5. It is a ________ admonition – Don’t be bitter toward them – Lit. “stop being embittered/resentful” – Wives may not cause it but they get the brunt of it
6. It is a _________ admonition – It comes from God and can only be obeyed with God’s help

7. It is a _________ command – It has a reason– It restores the role of protector/provider instead of predator. It gives security – 1 Peter 3:7 
Take Aways
Children and Parents
A. What’s a _______ child/teen to do? – Colossians 3:20 - Children, obey your parents in everything, for this pleases the Lord.
1. Whose being addressed – Children – Vocative of address - Greek “tekna” - speaks of children who are still in their families household. They are treated as responsible members of the congregation here.
2. What are they being told to do?
a. It is a ________ responsibility -  your parents  - nobody else’s parents, does not mean to obey when it would cause you to disobey God
b. It is a ______ responsibility– Greek “upakouete” – Choosing to listen with the intent to obey - Commanded in Proverbs 4:1 and 13:1, essential for wisdom in Proverbs 1:8 - see also Ephesians 6:1-3
c. It is __________ responsibility - with respect to all things
- Not when ones feels like it or agrees
3. Why are they told to do it?  

a. For this is pleasing – Lit. “For this is well-pleasing” – 2 Cor.  5:9

b. In the Lord – In the sphere of being a Christian

- We also do it because it is right – Ephesians 6:1
- We also do it because it has a promise attached –Exodus 20:12

Take Aways
B. What’s a ___________ parent to do? – Colossians 3:21 - ﻿ Fathers, do not provoke your children, lest they become discouraged.
1. Whose being addressed – Fathers (Greek “pateres”) – Term for fathers who had the most influence in the first century but who were rarely involved, used also of parents in general in Hebrews 11:23
2. What are they being told to do - Stop or don’t habitually provoke your children – Greek “erethizo” - to arouse to anger or irritation

- Through harshness and/or anger
- Through inconsistency and/or unreasonableness

- Through broken promises

- Through not telling and showing them that we love them

3. Why are they being told to do it?

- In order that they might not be discouraged – Greek “authumeno” – disheartened, dismayed to the point of wanting to quit.
- A Christian home should be a place of encouragement 
– For the converse see Ephesians 6:4
Take Aways
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