1st Down – _____ – 1 Kings 18:33 - And he put the wood in order and cut the bull in pieces and laid it on the wood. And he said, “Fill four jars with water and pour it on the burnt offering and on the wood.” 
2nd and 3rd Down – ______ – 1 Kings 18:34–35 - And he said, “Do it a second time.” And they did it a second time. And he said, “Do it a third time.” And they did it a third time. And the water ran around the altar and filled the trench also with water.
4th Down – ________________ – 1 Kings 18:36-37 - And at the time of the offering of the oblation, Elijah the prophet came near and said, “O Lord, God of Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, let it be known this day that you are God in Israel, and that I am your servant, and that I have done all these things at your word. Answer me, O Lord, answer me, that this people may know that you, O Lord, are God, and that you have turned their hearts back.” 

The Play – Score – 1 Kings 18:38 - Then the fire of the Lord fell and consumed the burnt offering and the wood and the stones and the dust, and licked up the water that was in the trench. 

The Crowd’s Reaction – Worship - 1 Kings 18:39 - And when all the people saw it, they fell on their faces and said, “The Lord, he is God; the Lord, he is God.” 

The Final Score – a slaughter - 1 Kings 18:40 - And Elijah said to them, “Seize the prophets of Baal; let not one of them escape.” And they seized them. And Elijah brought them down to the brook Kishon and slaughtered them there. 
Today’s Takeaways
The Super Bowl of the Gods
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Presented by Pastor Dave Watson at Calvary Chapel
THE TEAMS
Team Yahweh
· Established by the one true God through Abraham & Moses
· Drafted into the team by a covenant 

· Given specific laws and expectations

· Worship exclusively of the LORD commanded
Deuteronomy 6:4–5 - “Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might. 

Team Baal – 1 Kings 16:32-33
· Brought to Israel by King Ahab & Queen Jezebel 
· Wicked king of the Northern kingdom of Israel

· Married to a wicked lady of an enemy of Israel

· They promoted the worship of Baal erecting a house of worship and altar in the capitol city of Samaria.
· They also worshipped the female goddess Asherah

Baal Worship – Baal is the storm god who brought the rain necessary for the productivity of the earth.  At times human sacrifices, usually children, were used to appease this god. The nation of Israel didn’t forsake worshipping the LORD, they added Baal to their worship. 
The Media Day Trash Talk
1 Kings 18:17-18 - When Ahab saw Elijah, Ahab said to him, “Is it you, you troubler of Israel?” And he answered, “I have not troubled Israel, but you have, and your father’s house, because you have abandoned the commandments of the Lord and followed the Baals. 
THE PLAYERS – 1 Kings 18:22 - Then Elijah said to the people, “I, even I only, am left a prophet of the Lord, but Baal’s prophets are 450 men. 

For Team Yahweh – Elijah – 1 Kings 17:1 - Now Elijah the Tishbite, of Tishbe in Gilead…..
· Believes he is the only prophet of the LORD left, Jezebel had killed the rest – 1 Kings 18:4
· Had promised no rain – 1 Kings 17:2 

· Had been on the move for 40 months

· At widow’s house during the drought – 1 Kings 17:8-16
For Team Baal – 450 Prophets of Baal
· They all ate at Jezebel’s table – 1 Kings 18:19
The Fans and Venue – 1 Kings 18:19 – “Now therefore send and gather all Israel to me at Mount Carmel, and the 450 prophets of Baal and the 400 prophets of Asherah, who eat at Jezebel’s table.” 

· All of Israel – All of Northern Kingdom invited and thousand would have come. 

· Mt. Carmel is a mountain range over -looking the salt water Mediterranean sea, brook Kishon is nearby. 
The Pregame Presser 
· The Purpose – 1 Kings 18:21 - And Elijah came near to all the people and said, “How long will you go limping between two different opinions? If the Lord is God, follow him; but if Baal, then follow him.” And the people did not answer him a word. 

· The Parameters – 1 Kings 18:23-24 - Let two bulls be given to us, and let them choose one bull for themselves and cut it in pieces and lay it on the wood, but put no fire to it. And I will prepare the other bull and lay it on the wood and put no fire to it. And you call upon the name of your god, and I will call upon the name of the Lord, and the God who answers by fire, he is God.” And all the people answered, “It is well spoken.” 
Coin-Toss – ___________ -1 Kings 18:25 - Then Elijah said to the prophets of Baal, “Choose for yourselves one bull and prepare it first, for you are many, and call upon the name of your god, but put no fire to it.”
The First Half – Screaming - 1 Kings 18:26 - And they took the bull that was given them, and they prepared it and called upon the name of Baal from morning until noon, saying, “O Baal, answer us!” But there was no voice, and no one answered. And they limped around the altar that they had made. 
The Half–Time Commercial – Taunting – 1 Kings 18:27 - And at noon Elijah mocked them, saying, “Cry aloud, for he is a god. Either he is musing, or he is relieving himself, or he is on a journey, or perhaps he is asleep and must be awakened.” 
The Second Half – Desperation - 1 Kings 18:28-29 - And they cried aloud and cut themselves after their custom with swords and lances, until the blood gushed out upon them. And as midday passed, they raved on until the time of the offering of the oblation, but there was no voice. No one answered; no one paid attention. 
The Fourth Quarter – Possession –Team Yahweh _____
Running play – 1 King 18:31-32 - Elijah took twelve stones, according to the number of the tribes of the sons of Jacob, to whom the word of the Lord came, saying, “Israel shall be your name,” and with the stones he built an altar in the name of the Lord. And he made a trench about the altar, as great as would contain two seahs of seed.  
