The Missing Ingredient in the 21st Century American Church

“The Pursuit of Personal Holiness” – 2 Corinthians 6:14-7:1
What ________________ must I follow for personal holiness?

2 Corinthians 6:14 - Do not be unequally yoked with unbelievers. 
1. We are not being told to avoid the people of this world –                  1 Corinthians 5:9–10 - I wrote to you in my letter not to associate with sexually immoral people— not at all meaning the sexually immoral of this world, or the greedy and swindlers, or idolaters, since then you would need to go out of the world. 

2. We are being told to avoid the values of this world – 

1 John 2:15–17-  Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. For all that is in the world—the desires of the flesh and the desires of the eyes and pride of life—is not from the Father but is from the world. And the world is passing away along with its desires, but whoever does the will of God abides forever. 

What _______________ must I comprehend for personal holiness?  

2 Corinthians 6:14b-16  - For what partnership has righteousness with lawlessness? Or what fellowship has light with darkness? What accord has Christ with Belial? Or what portion does a believer share with an unbeliever? What agreement has the temple of God with idols? For we are the temple of the living God; as God said, “I will make my dwelling among them and walk among them,  and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 
1. As a believer I am incompatible with the world  

1 John 5:19–20  - We know that we are from God, and the whole world lies in the power of the evil one. And we know that the Son of God has come and has given us understanding, so that we may know him who is true; and we are in him who is true, in his Son Jesus Christ. He is the true God and eternal life. 

2. As a believer I am indwelt by God

1 Corinthians 6:19–20  - Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, whom you have from God? You are not your own, for you were bought with a price. So glorify God in your body. 

What ________________ must I take for personal holiness? 

2 Corinthians 6:17a - Therefore go out from their midst,  and be separate from them, says the Lord, and touch no unclean thing… 

1. There is an explanation 
1 Peter 2:9 - But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. 

2. There is an expectation 
Ephesians 5:11-12 - Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose them. For it is shameful even to speak of the things that they do in secret. 
What ________________ must I seek for personal holiness?  

2 Corinthians 6:17b -18 - … then I will welcome you,  and I will be a father to you, and you shall be sons and daughters to me, says the Lord Almighty.” 
1. The promise of Intimacy 

Hebrews 12:14 - Strive for peace with everyone, and for the holiness without which no one will see the Lord. 

2. The promise of Imitation
Ephesians 5:1  - Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children. 

What _____________ must I experience for personal holiness?  

2 Corinthians 7:1- Since we have these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from every defilement of body and spirit, bringing holiness to completion in the fear of God.

1. The ______________ Aspect   
Psalm 119:9  - How can a young man keep his way pure? By guarding it according to your word. 

2. The ______________ Aspect 

James 1:21 - Therefore put away all filthiness and rampant wickedness and receive with meekness the implanted word, which is able to save your souls. 

3. The ______________ Aspect 

1 Peter 1:15–17 - But as he who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct, since it is written, “You shall be holy, for I am holy.”  And if you call on him as Father who judges impartially according to each one’s deeds, conduct yourselves with fear throughout the time of your exile…
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